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The Building Process
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Contractor Selection Points

e  Type of Builder - Custom Home, Semi-Custom
Home; Production Home or Model Home, Spec
Home.

e Type of Home- Ask you architect or designer for
a recommendation based on the house style you
have chosen.

e Reputation - Get references from previous cus-
tomers. Contact the references, and check out
the work for yourself.

e  Compatibility - Ask the references how the
working relationship was with the contractor

e Look at the quality of the workmanship by the
contractor.

e Check with the contractor’s subcontractors and
are they reputable.

e Financial stability - Check on credit references.
Ask where they buy their materials and supplies.
Make sure they pay their bills.

e Askthe contractor if he/she is insured against
claims covering worker’s compensation, prop-
erty damage and personal liability. If they do
not you may be financially responsible should an
accident occur.

e Does the contractor carry a Dwelling Contractor
Quialifier certification (DCQ) and a Dwelling
Contractor certification (DC) from the State of
Wisconsin? Ask to see their card and check to
see ifitis current.

e All agreements should be in writing. If you have
any questions or don’t understand something,
ask before you sign.

Get more than one quote and question the
differences.

Warranty - what is their warranty and will
they provide it in writing.

Remember, you may never do this again, so
take the time to do it right this time.

Don't let price be the only factor you con-
sider.

Don’t try to rush a contractor into getting
your estimate together. Allow the neces-
sary time to get through the process. It
will; help avoid unpleasant surprises later.

Don’t have unreasonable schedules in
mind. Allow for rea-
sonable amounts of
time for quality work-
manship
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